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We believe that a new era of joint Commonwealth, State and 
Local Government co-operation is essential. We propose joint 
secretariats in each area of common interest between the States and 
the Commonwealth to ensure maximum involvement of all elected 
persons and the public in decision-making. The Inter-State 
Commission will be re-established and the role of the Commonwealth 
Grants "Commi ssfori exparidedr"t~o~ servic e^^these joint ^ secretariats . 
The meeting of the Premiers and the Prime Minister has made 
it clear that the present Liberal and Country Party Governments 
will continue to wrangle about who has what monies to spend 
separately without consulting together about priorities to get the 
job done for the people. \ 
State and Local Governments, as a result of Liberal policies, 
have resorted to oppressive and unfair taxation to meet their 
expanding responsibilities. Even so, they cannot meet just demands 
on them for public services and meet their increasing debt charges. 
We believe that the States and Local Government must be assisted in 
those areas where expenditure will inevitably rise more rapidly 
than income and population. States must be guaranteed no loss of 
present revenues. States must be relieved of their growing interest 
burden and State and Local Governments must be given non-repayable 
Commonwealth grants for their capital works. 
-_..The-C_ommonwealth_.mus_t. accept, increased responsibility in a 
number of areas. In each of these areas such Commonwealth grants 
as are made should not be on conditions set solely by the Commonwealth 
but on conditions on which both Commonwealth and.States fully consult 
and agree. The Commonwealth should accept full responsibility for 
tertiary and teacher education. The Schools and Pre-School 
Commissions already proposed by us should ensure additional monies 
for buildings, equipment and staff. An Australian!Hospitals 
Commission should promote the modernisation and regionalisation of 
hospitals. 
The Commonwealth Government must assume as much responsibility 
for city development and redevelopment as do the Federal Governments 
in the United States of America, Canada and West Germany. The 
monies released by the approaching completion of inter-city rail 
standardisation should be turned to modernising internal city public 
transit systems. 
The Commonwealth and the States should jointly plan the 
development of water, power and mineral resources and of industry 
to ensure proper priorities and an" improved growth rate. -
The Commonwealth and the States must give joint leadership to 
primary industries in production, marketing and restructuring. 
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Nearly one million Australians are victims of poverty or 
marginal poverty. The Commonwealth is causing hardship to them 
and burdens on State budgets by making inadequate cash social 
service payments and by allowing large gaps in welfare services. 
We believe that, as in Canada, the Federal Government must now 
take the initiative in consulting and reimbursing State governments, 
Local Government and voluntary agencies on and for the provision of 
such necessities as food, shelter, clothing, transport, health care 
and tools of trade. 
The Federal Parliamentary Labor Party was represented by-
Mr E. G. Whitlam, Q.C., Leader, Mr L. H. Barnard, Deputy Leader, 
and Senator D. R. Willesee, Senate Deputy Leader; the N.S.W. 
Parliamentary Labor Party by Mr P. D. Hills, Leader, and 
Mr S. D. Einfeld, Deputy Leader; the Victorian Parliamentary 
Labor Party by Mr A. C. Holding, Leader, and Mr F. N. Wilkes, 
Deputy Leader"; the South Australian Parliamentary Labor Party by 
the Hon. D. A. Dunstan, Q.C., Leader; the Western Australian 
Parliamentary Labor Party by the Hon. J. T. Tonkin, Leader; and 
the Tasmanian Parliamentary Labor Party by the Hon. E. E. Reece, 
^ ^ Leader. The Queensland Parliament was sitting. 
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